1.Feeling Blue.
Look at the pages on colours in your “Dictionary of English Language and Culture”. 

A. Complete these expressions by writing the appropriate colour in the gap. The first has been done for you.

a)        green    with envy

b) _____________ as a sheet

c) once in a ____________ moon

d) give somebody the _______________ carpet treatment

e) like a _____________ rag to a bull

f) to paint the town _____________

g) ____________ with cold

h) ____________ sheep

i) ____________ with rage

B. Now use the expressions in A to complete the following sentences. Follow the example in question 1.

1. Did you see Paul’s face? He really wanted that job and when Sarah got it he was       (a) green     with envy.
2. They treated Susan like a queen while she was staying with them. They really __________________________________________ .

3. We rarely see him these days. He comes round for lunch ______

____________________________________________________ .

4. She was so scared. She was ______________________________ 

     and could hardly speak. 

5. Just mentioning his ex-wife’s name was  _____________________.

He could hardly control himself: he got ______________________.

6. The family hated him: he would always go his way. He was considered to be ________________________ of the family.

7. He remembered his young days when he and other pleasure seekers would __________________________________ in search of entertainment.

2. Cultural Shock.
Using your “Dictionary of English Language and Culture” (especially Cultural Notes) answer the following questions.

a) What do people mean when they say: “ YOU ARE IN LA-LA LAND”?

________________________________________________________

b) Can we say “FAIRLY UNIQUE”?

________________________________________________________

c) What is the difference between “ALIMONY” and “MAINTENANCE”?

________________________________________________________

d) Why did Bob Marley wear his hair in DREADLOCKS?

________________________________________________________

e) What is the town of MARLBOROUGH known for?

f) ________________________________________________________

g) What do the marrying couple say at the wedding ceremony while exchanging the rings?

h) ________________________________________________________

i) How many constellations are mentioned in the list: THE DIPPER, THE PLOUGH (THE PLOW), URSA MAJOR, THE BIG DIPPER,THE GREAT BEAR? 

j) ________________________________________________________

k) What type of people can be described as “beards and sandals”?

__________________________________________________________

l) _________________________________________________________

m) Dinners are very important for a certain career. What job is it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​______

n) What is a MOUNTIE? 

1 - a small mountain; 

2 - a kind of a mountain bike; 

3 - a member of a special police group. 

o) ________________________________________________________
p) What does a PUNSTER do?

1 - kicks a ball that has been dropped from the hands;

2 - plays on words;

3 – treats somebody badly.

________________________________________________________

q) Is ZEST a positive feeling? __________________________________

3. Common Changes.
Replace the underlined expressions with common ones.

a) He had been busy for a whole month doing his job and got his R & R
at last.

________________________________________________________

b) I don’t think she’ll make the grade as a fashion model.

________________________________________________________

c) Barbara borrowed her friend’s laptop computer and then lost it. Now she’s really in a jam.

________________________________________________________

d) I think his behaviour is out-of-bounds.
_______________________________________________________

 e)  I said Albert was a terrible tennis player. When he won the match, I had to 

     eat my words.

      ________________________________________________________

4. Looking For Your Christmas.   
          You know that Christmas is the most important holiday in Great

       Britain. In your “Dictionary of English Language and Culture” find as 
       many words related to Christmas as you can.

5. The Idiom Adventure.
Read the text and explain the underlined idioms. Use your “Dictionary of English Language and Culture”. 

Point . . . Counterpoint
Host:   Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to Point . . . Counterpoint, where we are not afraid to discuss the hottest and most controversial topics of our time. Today we introduce to you Mr.Joseph Merrick and Ms.Carolyn Schwartz, who hold opposing viewpoints on the issue of smoking in public. What do you have to say, sir?
Merrick: I say, “Lighten up!” Everyone is much too serious about this 
               whole issue!
Schwarz: Excuse me, Mr. Merrick, but did you say “lighten up” or “light     up”? This is a serious issue. It’s not just your health I’m worried about, it’s mine! When a smoker lights up around me, I see red! It makes me angry to have to breathe someone else’s smoke!
Merrick:  Don’t work yourself into a lather! That’s the problem with you  
          nonsmokers. You get so upset over a little puff of smoke.
         If I want to smoke, I should have the right!

Schwarz: Maybe you should be able to smoke if you want to, but only
          in your own home! If I am up in arms over people smoking in
          public, it’s because I don’t want to be forced to breathe their                        

               cigarette smoke.

Merrick:  Relax! A little bit of smoke isn’t going to hurt you!

Schwarz: What?! Yes, it is! You’re completely out of step if you believe


      it can’t hurt you. Why don’t you just kick the habit?

 
      You’d be in much better health if you quit.

Merrick:   You think quitting smoking is a piece of cake? People 


       like you don’t understand smokers at all!

Host:        That’s all we have time for. Thank you …. 

Lighten up      ____________________________________________

See red          ____________________________________________
Up in arms       ___________________________________________

Work oneself into a lather __________________________________

Out of step ______________________________________________

Kick the habit ____________________________________________

A piece of cake ___________________________________________
The Keys.

1. 1 – a; 2 – d; 3 – c; 4 – b; 5 – e, i; 6 – h; 7 – f

2. a – you are slightly crazy;

b – yes;

c – alimony – AmE

      maintenance – BrE;

d – he was a rasta(farian);

e – its public school – Marlborough College;

     f –  “With this ring I thee wed” (With this ring I marry you);

     g -  one;

h – “Beards and sandals” is a joking way to describe people who are interested in protecting the environment. It’s a stereotype used to make fun of people such as university teachers often wearing beards and sandals;

i – to become a BARRISTER in England one has to study and pass the exams, but must also belong to the Inns of Court and must eat a certain number of dinners in them;

j – 3;

k– 2;

l – yes.

3. a – a holiday, a day off;

b - succeed;

c – be in a difficult situation;

d – unacceptable;

e – admit to having said something wrong.

4. 1) Christmas: day, tree, cards, carol, cookies, eve, dinner, pudding, cracker,   

        box, bonus, present, stocking, time;

Holly, Santa Claus, Santa’s Grotto, nativity, charity, poinsettias,           mistletoe, wreath, mince pie, midnight mass (C. Eve service – AmE)

Turkey, January sales, Boxing Day, Twelfth night, “The Ghost of C. past”, brandy (cherry).

 “The Ghost of Christmas past” – is sometimes changed and used in 

     other writing now: the ghost of companies past. 

5.  Lighten up – to relax; to not get upset.

To see red – to become very angry.

To work oneself into a lather – to become agitated or angry about something others consider unimportant.

To be up in arms – to be very angry and ready to fight.

To be out of step – different from usual beliefs or behavior.

To kick the habit – to quit an addictive behavior pattern. 

A piece of cake – very easy.
