“LEARN AND WIN WITH LONGMAN DICTIONARIES”

Upper-Intermediate

LONGMAN DICTIONARY OF CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH

1. Finding the Right Meaning
A. Read the following text and look up the shaded words in the dictionary to find out the correct meaning. The first one, pace, has been done for you.
We need your support

The pace of life gets faster every day and the world around us becomes more and more fragile. Yet we don't seem to be learning any lessons. Though many people support the principles behind Greenpeace, few turn their support into action.
Greenpeace is active in a whole number of ways. But we need your help, whether you can spend time planting trees in your local park, fighting to stop the expansion of the motorway network in your area, or protecting the seas around us.

The volume of work continues to grow and the issues become ever more urgent. Greenpeace needs to be present everywhere that the environment is being decimated and the natural resources of the world are over-exploited. We need to make our voice heard whenever and wherever governments break guidelines and ignore agreements. You too can play a role; you can make a difference, whether you have an afternoon to fill, need a break from your weekend routine, or even if you have just a few spare hours after work. Become a volunteer and help to give your world a chance.

Which meaning?
1. Speed of events/changes
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9. 10. 11. 12.
B. Now look at the following definitions, which show other meanings of these words. Write the word that fits the definition best in the right-hand column.

 You won't need to use every word that is highlighted in exercise A. The first answer has been done for you.
1. A single step when you are running or walking                                 Pace
2. How possible or likely it is that something will happen              ……………………………………………………
3. If your voice does this, it becomes lower and starts to sound like
a man's voice                                                                                       ………………………………………………
4. A short piece that is read from the Bible during a religious ceremony…………………………………….
5. A magazine or newspaper printed for a particular day, week, or month…………………………………..
6. A book that is part of a set ……………………………………………………………………………………..
7. Something that you keep in addition to the one you usually use (e.g. a key)…………………………….
8. To hold the weight of something, keep it in place, or prevent it from falling……………………………
9. Likely to explode at any time ……………………………………………………………………………………
2. It's Just a Formality
Example
A father says to his daughter: "Yes, I will permit you to go to see the movie."
Although this sentence is not incorrect, the word permit is quite formal and wouldn't normally be used in this context. A native English speaker would say let instead.

The graphs throughout the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English tell you which words are normally spoken and which are normally written.

 In addition: 

Any word that is formal or informal is clearly labeled.
"Word focus" boxes show you formal and informal ways of expressing yourself.

A. Read the following dialogue. Although there are no grammatical mistakes, it sounds a bit too formal in places. Underline the words that you think are too formal for a conversation between friends. The first one has been done for you.
Tom:
Wow! Inspect that car over there. It looks great.
Peter:
You're right. It's beautiful.  It's just the type of car I require.
Tom:
So what have you been up to?
Peter:
Well, I quit my job. I detested my boss.
Tom:
Won't you miss work somewhat, though?
Peter:
Well, currently I'm searching for a new job. I think I'll be back in work soon.
Tom:
What sort of thing are you searching for?
Peter:
Anything that pays lots of money! I've got an interview next week. I've purchased a new suit.
Tom:
I can't imagine you in a suit!
Peter:
So what are we going to do tonight? I've heard there's this new establishment in town.
Tom:
Yeah. "Long Island", I think it's called.
Peter:
I'll need a bit of time to prepare. They won't allow you in with jeans on.
Tom:
All right then. I'll meet you back here about 10.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How many words did you find?
1 -2 
You're far too formal. You sound like the Queen!
3-5 
Too formal. Remember you're speaking English not writing a letter.
6-8 
You're not too formal but be careful - you still make one or two mistakes.
9-10
 Excellent! You're very clear about the difference between formal and informal English.

B.   Now rewrite the dialogue, this time using the correct level of language for this context.

 For example, look at is a more natural way of saying inspect here.

 Use the notes in the dictionary which tell you about spoken and written language
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3. A Very Different Animal

A.
Without consulting your dictionary, decide whether each of the statements below is True or False.
           The first one has been done for you.
1.
a)   The whale is a very large animal that lives in the sea and looks like a fish but is actually a mammal.
(True  /  False)
b)    To "have a whale of a time" means to not enjoy yourself very  much. (True  / False)
2.
    a)    A bull is an  adult  female animal of the cattle family. True/False
    b)    To be "like a bull in a china shop" means to keep knocking things over, dropping things, breaking things etc. True/False
3. a)    A snake is an animal with a long thin body and no legs,  that often has a poisonous bite. True/False
b)    A "snake in the grass" is someone who is a true friend. True/False
4. a)    A shark is a large sea fish with no teeth that is considered to be dangerous to humans. True/False
b)    A "loan shark" is someone who lends money at very high rates of interest and will often use threats or violence to get the money back. True/False
5.
a)    A fly is a small flying insect with two wings. True/False
b)    To say that somebody "wouldn't hurt a fly" means  that the person is very gentle and is not likely to hurt anyone. True/False
6.
a)    A tiger is a large wild animal that has black and white lines on its body and is a member of the cat
family. True/False
b)    A "paper tiger" is an enemy or opponent who seems powerful but actually is not. True/False
7.
a)    A bear is a large strong animal with thick fur that eats flesh, fruit, and insects. True/False
b)    To be like a "bear with a sore head" means to be nice to people because you are feeling relaxed. True/False
8.
a)    A wolf is a wild animal that looks like a large dog and lives and hunts alone. True/False
b)    A "wolf in sheep's clothing" is someone who seems to be friendly or harmless but is in fact dangerous, dishonest etc. True/False
9.
a)    An eagle is a very large strong bird with a beak like a hook that eats small animals, birds etc.
True/False
b)    To be "eagle-eyed" is to have problems seeing or noticing things. True/False
1O.a)    A spider is a small creature with eight legs which catches insects using a fine network of sticky threads. True/False
b)    If you have "spidery" handwriting it means that you have particularly good handwriting. True/False
B.
Check your answers by looking up the words in bold in your dictionary then correct each of the False
statementts

                 TheLivingDictionary
                          Your link to living language4. 
Check and Check Again

Remember that your Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English can help you with:
· Collocations - typical combining words are shown  in bold in most entries, while important entries have Collocation Boxes with definitions and real-
life examples.
· Level of language - formal and informal labels warn you when a word isn't suitable for all contexts.
· Grammar - which adverb or preposition follows a particular verb.
A. Look at this piece of student homework. The teacher has underlined some mistakes. What was the student's mistake in   each case? Choose one of the following:
a) The student used the wrong word.
b) The student used language that was too informal, or spoken rather than written English.
c) The student used the wrong adverb or preposition after a verb.
For example, the word chap in the first line is too informal. {Answer: b)

I used to know a chap  called  John who decided to leave school when he was only fourteen.

He was more interested at money than work so he decided to rob cars. The only problem was that he worked at a snail’s speed and so before long he was arrested and taken to court. He was charged with pinching  a car  without the owner’s consent.

At his trial he pleaded good. He said he was only   making a joke on people , but he was found guilty. The judge said she was appalled with the growth in childish crime and so she was going to do an example of John. She sentenced him for six years in prison.

In prison John started to study, and now he’s a university professor. End of story.
B. Looking at your dictionary when you need it, correct the student’s mistakes.

TheLivingDictionary
                                Your link to living language
The keys.

Finding  the  Right  Meaning.

A. 1. speed of events/changes  2. experience; 3. agree and help; 4. involved; 5. prevent something

6. amount of something; 7. subject/problem; 8.rules/laws; 9.spend time; 10. stop doing something

              11.time; 12 opportunity

    B.      1. pace   2. chance  3. break     4. lesson; 5.issue; 6. volumes; 7. spare  8.support; 9. active

It’s Just a Formality.

A. There  are 10 words/phrases in all: search  is repeated. Inspect; require; detested; somewhat; currently; searching for; purchased; establishment; prepare; allow in

B. inspect( look at; require ( need; detested ( hated; somewhat ( a bit; currently ( at the moment, just now; searching for (looking for ( twice); purchased ( bought; establishment ( place; prepare ( get ready; allow in (let in

A Very Different Animal

A. 1.  a) true    b) false

B. 1. b) To enjoy yourself very much

     2.  a) false    b) true                            2. a) An adult male animal

    3.  a) true    b) false                             3. b) someone who cannot be trusted

   4. a) false    b)  true                             4. a) has several rows of very sharp teeth

   5.  a) true    b) true                               6. a) Has yellow and black lines on its body    

   6. a) false    b) true                               7.  b) to be rude to people because you are feeling bad-tempered

  7. a) true     b) false                               8. a) Lives and hunts in groups

  8. a) false    b) true                                9. b) To be very good at seeing or noticing things

  9. a) true    b) false                               10. b) Covered with or made of lots thin uneven lines

 10. a) true   b) false

Check and Check Again

A. chap – b




         B.  chap ( man, young man, boy

interested at  - c 




               interested at ( interested in

rob cars – a




               rob cars (steal cars

at a snail’s speed –a                                                                       at a snail’s speed (at a snail’s pace

pinching – b




               pinching ( stealing

pleaded good – a                                                                             pleaded good ( pleaded innocent

making a joke on people – a                                                          making a joke on people (playing a joke on people

childish crime -  a    
                               

childish crime( juvenile crime

               make an example of – a                                                                   do  an example of ( make an example of


sentenced him for six years – c                                                     sentenced him for six years -  sentenced him to six years

           end of story  - b                                                                                 end of story ( and that’s the end of the story
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